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POWER SUPPLIES - EAST KIMBERLEY 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [2.10 pm]:  Late last month I informed the house about 
a major and concerted effort being undertaken to keep the lights on in the east Kimberley following the failure of 
the Ord River hydro power station.  In late August the station flooded and shut down, cutting power to 
Kununurra, Wyndham and Lake Argyle.  Horizon Power is a major customer of the power station and was able 
to restore power to the towns inside three hours by firing up back-up generators in Kununurra and Wyndham.  
However, these back-up generators are old and designed to run for hours at a time, not for weeks.  Horizon 
Power was able to implement a contingency plan.  It brought extra generators, fuel supplies and staff from 
around the state to ensure that lights and air-conditioners stayed on, especially as the weather started to heat up. 

I am pleased to report that the Ord River hydro power station is now back up and running.  The main issue to 
emerge from these difficulties has been the tremendous advantage of having an electricity business with a focus 
on the specific needs of regional WA.  The reform of the electricity industry in Western Australia was not just 
about bringing competition into the metropolitan area.  The creation of Horizon Power was all about the 
formation of a regional service provider that understood the specific needs of regional WA and was structured to 
respond quickly and decisively to regional issues.  The Ord River hydro power station suffered a major failure 
that caused the plant to be off-line for nearly seven weeks.  However, the power supply to most people in the 
Kimberley was interrupted for only three hours. 

I attended a breakfast in Kununurra this morning at which I was able to congratulate the staff of Horizon Power 
for their efforts and to thank the local community for its support during the power station’s difficulties.  The 
business community, with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia in Kununurra, did a 
fantastic job by reducing its demand for power at this most critical time and by helping to keep the lights on.  
Horizon’s response is a model of how regional businesses can deal with emergency situations in an efficient and 
focused way, while engaging communities and keeping stakeholders informed along the way. 
 


